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1.1. THE DANUBE AND THE BIRTH AND DEVELOPMENT OF ESZTERGOM

Under the Romans the Danube was the frontier of the Empire. Later its role as a
defensive line vanished and gradually became an internal transportation channel
interconnecting various regions within and outside the Carpathian Basin. That was
the case also in the 10t century when the leading tribe (Megyer) of the Hungarians
occupied the North-West part of the Basin and started to make efforts to extend its
influence on more centrally located tribes and chieftains and, naturally, on their
territories. For Prince Géza (972-997), as for his predecessors and the later rulers
Esztergom, lying along the Danube Bend, proved to be the most advantageous
location. These advantages of the area has been manifold, even if some of them have
disappeared as the Danube became once more a frontier, that is, the border of

Hungary.
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Akozépkori Esztergom kertletet: 1. Kirdlyi és érseki vir. 2. Viziviros, 3, Kirdlyi
viros; 4. Szemtpdl; 5. Szentkirdly, 6. Szentistvin; 7. Szentlizir; 8. Kovicsk; 9.
Ujtalu; 10. Fenyérd; 11. Onmény; 12. Szent Anna; 13. Héviz; 14. Szenttamds;

1. fig. Left: Esztergom in theliddleAA S& | OO2NRAY 3 (2 GKS -ANOKNB2t AFIARG! L dpdr ¥ ml
Map of NorthWest Hungary drawn by Lazarus secretarius: Tabula Hungariae ed quator latetatddgl528.

The geographic position of the otherwise unremarkable Castle Hill (Var-hegy)
became beneficial from at least two reasons. It stood at the confluence of a tributary
(Garam), opening the way toward North. Even more important was that from
Esztergom a relatively well walkable and - on horseback - rideable valley opened to
South-East in the direction of the main strategic point, Buda (and also Obuda, the
Roman Aquincum) with its at least three river-crossings promoting further expansion

towards the Great Hungarian Plain and Transylvania. Two other important points
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should also be considered. For Prince Géza, with his troops defeated by the imperial
forces, thus looking for “rest and peace” from the West, Esztergom, relatively close to
the former enemies offered an excellent position for his peace talks with Emperor
Otto I. Meanwhile groups of highly dedicated missionaries started to move to the East
along the Danube, together with some Slavic clergymen from North-East and South.
Among them was Adalbert, a Polish origin bishop of Prague, ally of the Pope who
supposedly also baptised Géza’'s son Prince Vajk, who became the first King of
Hungary. Under the rule of King Stephen | (1000-1038, Saint Stephen, canonized in
1083) missionary activities, evangelization went hand in hand with the forcible
submission of the “pagan Hungarians”. Some Hungarian historians' even stress that
the selection of the seats for the newbishoprics (CGyoér, Vac, Veszprém etc.) in most

cases followed serious strategic considerations.
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Legend: colours on the left figure: red:-13th cent., green: 145th cent., blue: 147th cent., yellow: 18th cent., orange:

beginnings of 19th centgrey: 20th century. Letters on the right figure: A: Castle of Esztergom, B: tuvaterC:
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In the 11th and 12th centuries Esztergom grew into a flourishing medieval town.
Some foreign visitors (Odo de Deuil, 1147 arriving with Louis VIl, the crusader)
mention only Esztergom among Hungarian cities, others (the Arabic geographer: Al-

Idrisi) speak about more than 70 rich towns “with villages, forests and gardens”.

The scribes of the relatively few eminent personalities who visited Esztergom praise
its wealth, the heavy traffic along the Danube, its opulent markets and,
understandably, the lavish royal presents. But much less is written about the
townscape, about the physical appearance of Esztergom. Based on extensive
archaeological research (1. fig) the early urban fabric of Esztergom could be visualised
as a loose network of relatively closed entities with various groups of inhabitants of

foreign or local origin. Among them the so called Latini (Wallons, French, Italians etc.),
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speaking a type of Neo-Latin language, constituted the dominant urban faction. They
found their location in the prestigious Royal City (Kiralyi Varos) of the town (No 3. on
the map) not far away from the Castle Hill, the place ofresidence of both the Royal
Court and the leader of the Hungarian Catholic church, that is, the medieval Royal

and Archiepiscopal Palaces.

Until the High Middle Ages the royal and archiepiscopal residences (2. fig) left
drawing) on the hill and along the Danube (B: Watertown on 2. fig), together with the
affluent inhabitants of the Royal City (Kiralyi Varos), the Latini, induced a demand of

substantial size for goods and services, including also luxurious goods ifrom abroad.
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Danube and also the new developments on the site of the former lake.

This demand was met by the supply provided by the craftsmen, merchants and
vendors coming from various ethnic and occupational groups and living in relatively
isolated small districts along the Danube and the main traffic arteries running into
the town as shown on 1. fig. In addition to the local population, the foreign
inhabitants included also Armenians, Jews, and later Serbs, some of them
maintaining contacts with places as far as Kiev. As in other medieval cities in Europe

ethnicity and occupation were closely related.

But, as seen on 2. fig (right picture) this medieval socio-spatial arrangement of
Esztergom substantially changed in the 15t and 16t centuries. The intricate medieval

network of the relatively independent entities vanished, only three basic districts
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remained quasi intact: the Castle Hill (since the beginning of the 19t century again
the seat of the archbishop of Esztergom) the Watertown (Vizivaros, the
archiepiscopal town) and the Royal City (actually the “civic town” - in the first part of
the 18t century called “Razenstadt”, Racvaros after the Serbian merchants arrived by
ships to Esztergom). In the Turkish period, that is, from the mid-16t century to the
end of the 17t century, only these parts of the city were fortified, others - for instance
the St. Thomas Hill east to the Castle Hill - couldn’t be safely inhabited. After the
Turkish occupation lasting 150 years, German settlers arrived on the Danube and

were settled by Maria Theresa in the deserted city.

4. fig Saint Thomas Hill. Buildings in a map from 1886 and rdagatit on the space photo. On the old map the settlemen

on the hill is shown as a setiy RSLISY RSy i 02 YYdzy A (i @ WatedzhuN,Ihe/aR-BeRiscapatowm)ami A @t NP 4 £
a9 &l i SNH2 Yevr OnitlieSpace pibio the relatipeoximity of some new hasing devebments is observable in

North and NorthEast. Onthe apii KS 62 NR aoCNNR! ¢ &aK2g¢a (GKS aAasS 2F GKS 2fR
ciyOSY G NB o1 & o0 daSLl NIyl i QAjIdd SAY { Ayl CcRogaMiing | Aff yR 94&
It is well observable on 2. fig that the Royal District and the Watertown are markedly
separated from each other. Between them a thermal spring flew out of the
neighbouring hills into a small lake (“Héviz negyed”, meaning Hot Springs district) up

to the Danube. In the past this warm spring provided safe winter harbour and fishing

area, and under the Turks and since the middle of the 19t century it has prompted

the development of a lively bathing culture in Esztergom.
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The thermal spring lake started to be filled and built up in a relatively late period and
in rather poor building quality. Finally, in the 1970s the site gave way to the
construction of the modernist new city-centre through demolishing the old one. In
the eyes of many local inhabitants this “structuralist” construction represents a “new

barrier” between the old districts of Esztergom, and also toward the Danube.

In the last centuries only a few changes occurred within the internal fabric of the old
districts of Esztergom (not counting the modernist development of the 1970s on the
abandoned lake). A comparison of old maps of the Royal City (Kiradlyi Varos) and of
the Saint Thomas Hill with their recent space photos shows startling resemblance.
The 19t century plan of the Royal City (Kiralyi Varos) only slightly differs from the late

18t century layout thoroughly studied by a Hungarian human geographer.?

While within the traditional city blocks even the old building stock remained almost
intact, most new developments follow the borderline of the old city in a closely
interconnected, “knitted” manner: new single family subdivisions, multi-story housing
developments, residential building in the former vineyards - and naturally new
workplace areas predominantly in the South-West peripheries of the city. Most of
these extensions were realized in the late 19t and 20% century including the huge
site of the SUZUKI plant. Large-scale new touristic developments have been in
progress in the Archiepiscopal Island (Primas-sziget) between the Small and the

Great Danube but the area is awaiting effective flood control yet.

1.2. STUROVO/PARKANY - THE HISTORY OF PAST CENTURIES

Although Esztergom and Sturovo are real twin cities on the opposite banks of the
river Danube, their urban history can’t be viewed as a parallel process. The area on the
left bank of the Danube was inhabited as early as the Neolitic. Roman sources
mention a military garrison, Avanum on the border, limes, of the empire on the site of
recent Sturovo. Marcus Aurelius the philosopher-emperor wrote a part of his first
book here ,at the river Garam” when he led a campaign against the Quadi, but there
is no real archaeological evidence about the actual site of the garrison. Hungarian
sources refer to an early stronghold in the 10th century (Kakath) that grew in the
Middle Ages into a settlement with some central functions. The Hungarian King Géza
I. issued a document on donation of ten houses and some land to the abbey of
Garamszentbenedek, other medieval sources mention regulations concerning

harbour and salt duties.

The settlement was fortified after the Mongol invasion and was the site of some

hostilities, among others when the King Vaclav Il. came here with his troops and
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wanted his son to be crowned as King of Hungary by the Archbishop of Esztergom.
During the Third Crusade the German Emperor Frederik of Barabarossa carried
outnegotiations with the Hungarian King from the opposite bank of the river. In the
16th century a stronghold was built here the possession of which frequently changed
between the Hungarian armies of the Habsburg Kings and the Turks according to the
ups and downs of the military operations.

It was just here that in 1683 the so called Battle of Parkany between the ,United
European Forces” (led by Charles of Lorraine and Jan Sobieski) and the Turks, retrating
from Vienna, put a definitive end to the occupation of the Parkany area soon followed
by the liberation of Esztergom, and inthe following years the remaining parts of

Hungary were also reconquered.

5. fig. Depiction of Esztergown an engravindy Joris Hoefnagel frothe late 16th centuryParkan a stronghold defended
onlyby awooden palisaddiesin ruins, whilein the foregroundHussars(husi rok) are jousting

In the 18th and 19th centuries Parkany experienced a slow growth. First some
Serbian families migrated to the place, at that time a small ,one-street village”
running along the left bank of the Danube. (A similarity with Esztergom: there in the

18th century the Royal City was called ,Racvaros”, that is, Serbian Town.)

While the first local census in 1696 counted only 6 houses in Parkany, in 1701
archbishop Imre Eszterhazy (1663-1745) built here a Roman Catholic church
dedicated to Saint Emeric, son of the first Hungarian King. In 1724 the village was
granted the right to hold markets by King Karoly (Charles) lll. (See Markt Parkany on
the next map with a large open space, possibly the market square close to the river.)
The settlement came back into the possession of the archdiocese of Esztergom in
1732, a subordinate position that hindered any appreciable urban development. (The

development of Esztergom during the 18th century was also relatively slow.)
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6. fig Maps of the first angecond MilitaryLand{ dzNJJS & 2 Bsztergoradd lits/s@rroundings

7. fig Maps of the third and fourth MilitarizandSurvey

As shown on the maps of the three Military Land Surveys of the Habsburg Monarchy
and the Military Land Survey of Hungary from 1941, the street network of the current
downtown area of Sturovo took shape relatively early: an arched street connects the
pontoon bridge on the Danube to two regional roads leading to Nové Zamky
(Ersekujvar, Neuhausel on the map) and Levice (Léva, Lewenz on the map), while the
local railway, laid on the marshland of the river Garam (Hron) runs toward Kamenice

nad Hronom (Garamkévesd). Consequently the oldest street lines and squares of
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Stirovo are: Namestie Slobody, streets Hlavna, Bocskaiho, Zeliarsky svah,

Novocintorinska, Sobieskeho, Komenského, Nananska cesta.

Surprisingly, the opening of the Vac-Pozsony (Bratislava) section of the Hungarian
Central Railway Line in 1850 did not bring about significant spatial growth of Parkany
in the 19th century, and neither in the inter-war period of the 20th century.
Compared to the the map of the second Military Land Survey (carried out between
1806 and 1869) to that of the third and fourth survey (made between 1869 and 1887

and in 1941, respectively) only small changes are observable. Looking at the map of

1941 it seems as if Nana gained a bit more from the railway than Sturovo.

8. fig Map of~tgrovo from Google Eartfihe city with thefreight railway station, tle paper mill at the river andhe village
bty o0S8Se2yR {(iddhe Kkideftidgl laréa oftgkoyoSwith the old, arched main street and the row of multi
storey residential blockbrmingl yS¢ oaOA(Ge gl ff€¢€ | NPdzyR GKS t2¢ NRAS &ddzoRAQDA
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While Parkany experienced only a small rate of spatial growth, in the second half of
the 19th century substantial social and economic development took place in the city.
The first factories processed the agrarian products of the area: they were mostly mills,
and factories producing amylum, paste and vinegar. The scope of urban infrastructure
and services also widened: a post office and a savings bank were opened, and a

voluntary fire-squad was also organised.

Replacing the former cable ferry (1762) and pontoon bridge (1842, 1851) a
permanent bridge was built in 1895. This one, named after a Habsburg princess,
Maria Valeria, was able to contribute to the planned common development of the
twin cities Esztergom and Parkany/Sturovo only for a short while. After the First World
War, when Parkany became part of Chechoslovakia, the Prague government did not
show much willingness to invest into a small Slovak/Hungarian city at the Hungarian
border. (That's why the maps of the third and fourth geodesic survey look almost the

same. In the 1910s the population of Parkany was about 3000.)

After the Second World War the situation changed radically. Separated from each
other - the Maria Valeria bridge was exploded by the Germans, rebuilt only as late as
2001 - the twin cities, Esztergom and Parkany/Sturovo began to experience the same
fate, that is, a fast industrialisation. A large paper factory was built in Stirovo, and due
to an extensivehousing program the number of inhabitants of the city grew to 14000
until 1990 (subsequently decreasing to the present population of about 11000). The
urban character of Parkany/Sturovo has been shaped in the second half of the 20th
century under the state socialism, the study of which - as well as of the last 25 years -

should be the scope of another research.
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2.1. LOCATION AND SETTLEMENT NETWORK

The Danube arriving from west turns to south and breaks between the mountains
Pilis and Borzsony. The last passage on the river was strategically important
throughout history. It was here that the waterway of the Danube, the river Garam
flowing into the Danube and the traditional commercial routes running in the valleys
and passing the Pilis from south met. Already during the Ottoman Empire a pontoon-
bridge was built here, later in the 18th century a cable ferry was put into use. In
addition to its logistical and commercial significance, the military role of this place
was often equally important as the border of the Roman Empire, the Kingdom of

Hungary, and the Turkish Empire.

Before the river enters the narrow valley, on the right the Basilica of Esztergom
stands out from the landscape. At this point the spurs of the Pilis expand to the
riverbank. The last peak rising above the water was crowned by the medieval royal
castle and - from the 19th century - by the Basilica. During the Middle Ages a row of
small villages developed around the Basilica which today form part of the city of
Esztergom. On the other side of the river a single-street village grew up, which at this

time was called Kakath (later Parkan).

9. fig: The topographical map shows the gate position of the ki A S&d 6a2dzNOSY tdzalta Wty

http://lazarus.elte.hu/hun/maps/shading/pj3.htm)

Esztergom’s prominence among the array of other Hungarian cities in the 12th
century was due to its favorable position at the crossing of the international waterway
of the Danube and the trade route linking Vienna, Bratislava, Buda and the Balkans.

However, after the transfer of the royal residence to Visegrad and Buda, Esztergom

12 DANUrBb ESZTERGOM - STUROVO MUNICIPAL REPORT
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soon lost its administrative significance and became once again a medium-sized

town with symbolic religious functions.

The construction of the railway line Vac-Bratislava (1850) reorganized the structure of
the twin city. The main railway line ran on the left bank of the Danube, and the two
settlements had a joint railway station west of Sturovo. The lines toward Léva and
Ipolysag started also at this point. This arrangement made essential the construction
of a permanent Danube bridge which subsequently accelerated the development of
Sturovo along the binding axis. The Maria Valéria bridge was opened in 1895. With
the help of the bridge, Esztergom's economic catchment area extended to the
predominantly Hungarian villages on the other side of the Danube, which was well

reflected in the territory of the County of Esztergom.
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second axis, and Esztergom largely
the

10. fig. Esztergom County in 1893
http://keptar.oszk.hu/html/kepoldal/index.phtml|?id=499)

(sour:

missed industrialization and

modernization of Hungary until the Second World War.

In the following decades the Hungarian communist development policy preferred
.proletarian” towns like Dorog and Tatabanya to the ,clericalist” Esztergom. Only

second-rate lines connected the city to the railway and highway networks, replacing
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the split infrastructure. Today, the almost continuous chain of industrialized small
towns has become the most important development axis of the region, excluding
Esztergom-Sturovo from the economic flow..
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In contrast, in Stdrovo, a large paper mill was installed during the industrialization in
the sixties, which utilized the water of the Danube. The ten storey panel houses built
for its 3 000 employees dramatically changed the landscape. The population of the
city grew to over 14 000 but since the change of the regime it has been continuously
decreasing. The role of the closed paper mill in the labour market was taken over by

the Suzuki plant which opened in 1992 in Esztergom.

Since the revival of domestic tourism in the seventies, Esztergom has been seen as
the western entrance of the well-defined Danube-region, the Danube Bend and
several development strategies linked it in their region. In the nineties, attempts were
made to broaden the profile of tourism with the construction of the thermal bath,
but the catchment area of the bath built in Stirovo proved to be much larger.

Today Esztergom has slightly more than thirty thousand residents and it is the center
of the district of the same name which stretches west on the Hungarian bank of the

river and is inhabited by some ninety thousand people. However it lost its central role
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to cities situated directly on the infrastructural lines, like the smaller but more
modern Dorog, or Tatabanya, the seat county seat. Since the opening of the borders,
Esztergom has been slowly reclaiming its central role in the surrounding area,
primarily in the labor market, in the field of trade and in services. Sturovo has been
returning more and more to its old traffic juncture role and successfully expanding its

profile in tourism.

However, infrastructural developments and cross-border programs like the DANUrB
are essential to reintegrate Esztergom and Stirovo with each other and into their

regional and interregional context.

2.2. ACCESSIBILITY

Esztergom and Sturovo lie between Budapest and Bratislava on the banks of the

Danube, but their accessibility is very different from the two capital cities.

Esztergom’s overall accessibility links it poorly to Budapest because it is located on
the edge of the functional and touristic agglomeration of the capital and the region
Dunakanyar (Danube Bend). With ongoing traffic developments Esztergom can

strengthen its role in the economy and tourism of the region.

The county’s main road (RMain road no. 10) linking Budapest to Bratislava and Vienna
runs south-west to Esztergom in a distance of 12 km. Its physical condition has been
improved during the last EU funding periods and further development of a highway is
envisaged in the long-time strategies. The traditional Main road 11 following the track
of the roman limes along the Danube passes through the cities of the Danube-Bend

and Esztergom and joins the Main road 10 further west.
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12. fig. Esztergom is provided on two opposite sides by regional and international railway lines. (source:
http://www.vasutallomasok.hu/terk/mav2005.jpg)
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13. figThe speed of the hydrofoil allows day trips to Esztergom bothBraapest and from Bratislava.

Depending on the selected route, Budapest is 45-65 kilometers away, consequently it
can be reached in 80-90 minutes from Esztergom. This distance prevents greater

commuting to the capital.

Bratislava is even further away. The shortest route is 174 km long, but the travel takes
more than 3 hours due to the bad condition of the roads. As a result, with regard to

commerce, labor market and tourism the twin cities gravitate to Budapest.

The situation of rail transport is more balanced because the passengers reach both
capitals in one and and a half hour with the international trains from the railway
station of Sturovo. Esztergom is also connected to Budapest by the main line No. 2,
meandering between the mountains of the Pilis. Despite the recent renovation and
electrification works on the line, the trains still reaches Budapest in more than an
hour. It is because the train stations of both Esztergom and Sturovo are located in

about 20-30 minutes walking distance from the city centers.

Regional buses also need an hour and half or two on the Budapest-Esztergom route,
serving in a row the settlements of the Danube Bend along the way. Their role is more
important in the tourism traffic of the Danube Bend and in the traffic of the
Esztergom catchment area. The regional bus terminal will be soon integrated into an

intermodal node at the railway station, facilitating the transfers.

16 DANUrBb ESZTERGOM - STUROVO MUNICIPAL REPORT
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Shipping plays an important role in Esztergom's tourism (see the chapter on tourism).
The cruisers of many international shipping companies on the Danube stop in the city
and offer short city excursions to their passengers. Also, Esztergom is the terminus of
the Mahart's (Hungarian Shipping Company) popular daily excursion boats to the
Danube Bend in the summer season. The travel with the cruise ship takes 5 hours,
with the hydrofoil 1.5 hours from Budapest to Esztergom. The pontoons of the
passengder ships are located in the immediate vicinity of the tourist attractions, on the
Danube downtown area. Recreational shipping is less widespread. A small port on the

so called Littlel Danube arm provides places for yachts and small boats.

It is a serious shortcoming that the public transport of the two cities is not integrated.
Not only that prices and timetables lack a unified system, but there is absolutely no
bus service connecting the two cities! The lack of the transversal bus service not only
prevents travel between the two citiy-cores, but the better use of the inter-regional

bus- and railway-lines as well.

Thanks to the short distances between the city centers of Esztergom and Sturovo, the
pedestrian and bicycle traffic make up a large proportion of the local traffic, despite
the poorly developed networks. Although officially the Eurovelo 6 crosses both
Sturovo and Esztergom, just a 6-kilometer section is built as bicycle route on the left
bank of the Danube.

2.3. URBAN STRUCTURE AND LAND USE

The historical and spiritual center of Esztergom, the peak of the former Castle Hill and
the monumental 19th-century Basilica crowning it dominate the landscape from afar.
From west, the Danube’s waves wash directly the foot of the hill. The suburbs around
the Castle Hill - Szenttamas, Kiralyi Varos, Héviz, Szentgydérgymezd, Vizivaros - were
formed in the Middle Ages independently from each other but later grew rapidly
together.

The development of the city occupied first the flood-safe terraces of the Danube
along a radial road network whose center is the former castle gate. The gardens and
vineyards serving the city slowly climbed the slopes of the mountains Pilis, displacing
the deciduous forest. This belt of gardens became today one of the city's unregulated

housing expansion target area.

The Castle Hill was completely transformed during the 19th century by the
construction of the Basilica and the connecting ecclesiastical buildings. It's artificial,

megalomaniac, symmetrical plateau cut off the organic street network of the
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settlement. Due to level differences, mono-functionality and inorganic urban links, it

predominantly serves ecclesiastic and touristic functions.

The town’s civic center was developed south of the Castle Hill at the starting point of
the street network. Esztergom’s triangular main square is defined by the two storey
mass of the town hall. The city center was built in the 19th century with closed-row,
3-4 storey buildings. Leaving the inner city, the historical neighborhoods preserve this

closed-row form, but the buildings become single storey and simpler.

The expansion of Stirovo was not obstructed by morphology, so the built-up areas
are constantly evolving around the former settlement center along the outgoing main
roads. After the opening of the railway, the single-street village Sturovo started also to
take the form of a small town. The oblong main square was formed along the axis
leading to the station, enclosed by a two-storey, closed row of buildings. New streets

to the northwest and southwest of the main axis were built up with family houses.

Post-war development put an end to traditional forms of construction. Esztergom's
skyline was transformed by several four-storey, freely formed housing estates. These
estates were mostly planned on unbuilt areas, but unfortunately the historic center
was also modified by a multifunctional, modernist ensemble. The competent renewal
of this block is a key issue in the integration of the Castle District and the historical
part of the town, in order to extend the tourist traffic. As for Stdrovo, the urban
landscape had been significantly transformed by the paper mill installed directly on
the shore of the river and by a modernist housing estate framing the city from the

south.

Residential areas with private family houses have also expanded in Esztergom since
the 1970s, mainly in the natural areas along the Danube-shores, at that time already
in the form of a garden-city, with free standing buildings. The daily car traffic of their

population puts a heavy burden on the public spaces in the city-center.

In the seventies, small industrial plants settled within the urban fabric, partly directly
on the banks of the Little Danube. After the change of the regime, their abandoned
sites represent important reserves for future urban development actions. Esztergom’s
land use policy changed in the nineties and the city designated significant areas in
the south-west for new industrial facilities. The most significant player in the

industrial park today is the Suzuki car factory.

The development of the Vadas Thermal Bath in Sturovo started in the seventies north
from the city center. The spa has become one of Slovakia's largest international

wellness districts, attracting many Hungarian visitors.
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2.4. THE ROLE OF THE DANUBE

Traditional residential areas in Esztergom and Sturovo has been threatened by the
floods of the Danube for centuries, especially in the southern parts. The 19th century
was the century of floods with five such calamities, whereas two of them had a
devastating impact on the life of these cities. The flood in March of 1838, recorded as
bringing a hundred-year water level and also ice floe, caused a damage the
consequences of which had been felt for decades. The maximum level of water on
March 13, 1838, is recorded currently on many marble tables in Esztergom as well as
in Starovo. A smaller flood, but also very devastating, was the flood of February 1876,
when hundreds of houses collapsed, and 2000 citizens of Esztergom, 200 citizens of
Sturovo were required to live for a long term at the expense of the municipality and
the donations of citizens who were not affected by flood. The consequences of these

floods have raised the need for the construction of the dams and anti-flood barriers

14. fig. Historic map of Esergom showing the maximurtevel of water during the flood in 1837 inziesgom and the
picture of the floods in 1876 .

Stu with

DANUrBb ESZTERGOM - STUROVO MUNICIPAL REPORT 19































































































































































